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BUYING BMP’S

WHAT'S IN
YOUR BAG?

1.) Sand,
Sandbags...keeping
water in, or out

2.) Gravel, Birdseye
Gravel Bags... Slows
the water down and
allows the sediment
to settle out, at
least in theory

3.) %" Rock, %” Rock
bags...Allows water
to flow through bags
and gives the
appearance of
compliance.

NOT ALL BAGS ARE CREATED EQUAL, MAKE SURE

THAT YOU ARE NOT ADDING POLLUTANTS BY USING NOT USING
REPUTABLE SOURCE FOR YOUR BAGS.

MATERIAL OPTIONS THINGS TO KNOW

Q1: How much should a bag weigh?
Al: 32 lbs. +/-
Q2: What are standard bags usually made of?

1. Burlap, old school, biodegradable
2. Polypropylene, most common, make
sure you order 2000 hr.+
3. Monofilament, best for long term A2: Polypropylene, so what is the UV rating in hours?
projects up to 2 years in the sun Q3: How many bags do | need to buy?
A3: Linear distance x number of courses + 10%, e.g.,

1000’ x 2 bags high + 10% = 2200 bags total
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BMP OF THE MONTH

HOUSEKEEPING

The 2" biggest red flag on any job site is housekeeping,
the 1st being track-out.

What do we mean by housekeeping?

Site trash disposition
Concrete Washout condition
Site materials

BMP condition
Entrance/Exit condition

vk N e

Housekeeping is one of those basic issues like track-out that attracts the wrong kind of attention if not maintained.
Construction is Controlled Chaos at the best of times and housekeeping shows how your site is judged by both

employees, owners and agencies.
From a storm water compliance perspective, housekeeping is one of the biggies, as it is a clear indication of whether

you really understand the why behind the requirements, and what your job says about you. A poorly maintained site

poses a significant risk of a pollutant discharge as shown above...it rained heavily the next day.
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DOING IT RIGHT

SWPPP Creation
(QsD)

Construction

Field Proof (QSP)

Timely Corrections
(QsD)

Better Results

TALK ON WATER | AUGUST 2015

One of the foundational elements of
the California CGP is the feedback loop
between the trained QSD-Designer and the
trained QSP-Inspector. The goal is to ensure
that the site is compliant and that any issues
identified can be effectively corrected in a
timely manner. The QSD designs the SWPPP
and the QSP provides feedback on what is
working or not working in the design so
updates or amendments to the SWPPP
BMPs can be made quickly. Many years of
experience has shown us that field proofing
BMPs is a best practice that ensures timely
and effective solution to real-time pollutant

issues.
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8/19/2015 Why Did L.A. Drop 96 Million ‘Shade Balls’ Into Its Water?

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/content/news/en_US/2015/08/150812-shade-balls-
los-angeles-California-drought-water-environment.html

Why Did L.A. Drop 96
Million ‘Shade Balls’ Into
Its Water?

The plastic balls, which can save water and protect water quality, are an
attempt to cope with California’s severe drought.

By Brian Clark Howard, National Geographic

Los Angeles has turned its main reservoir into a giant ball
pit.

City officials hope millions of “shade balls” released into the
Los Angeles Reservoir will save water in the midst of the worst

drought in California history.

On Monday Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti supervised the
latest onslaught of 4-inch black plastic balls, bringing the total

count to 96 million in the 175-acre reservoir. Located in Sylmar,

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/08/150812-shade-balls-los-angeles- California-drought-water-environment/
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8/19/2015

Why Did L.A. Drop 96 Million ‘Shade Balls’ Into Its Water?

the reservoir holds up to 3.3 billion gallons, enough to supply the
city with drinking water for up to three weeks.

The city says the balls will shade and cool the water,
reducing evaporation from the reservoir and making it less
susceptible to algae, bacterial growth, and chemical reactions that
can produce harmful substances.

The effort by the Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power (LADWP) “is emblematic of the kind of creative thinking we
need to meet [the drought’s] challenges,” Garcetti said in a
statement. (See “When the Snows Fail.”)

The balls cost 36 cents each, for a total of $34.5 million. The

utility has been testing the concept since 2008, reporting that
shade balls reduce evaporation by 85 to 90 percent. That should
equate to saving nearly 300 million gallons a year, enough to
provide drinking water for 8,100 people, said Los Angeles City
Councilmember Mitchell Englander.

The balls also inhibit microorganism growth, reducing the
treatment the water must undergo through other means. That
could save the city $250 million over time, said Garcetti.

Made of black polyethylene, shade balls are filled with water
so they don’t blow away. A coating resists ultraviolet light and
degradation. The manufacturers (XavierC, Artisan Screen Process,
and Orange Products) say the balls should last about 25 years.

Ed Osann, a senior policy analyst at the Natural Resources

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/08/150812-shade-balls-los-angeles- California-drought-water-environment/
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Why Did L.A. Drop 96 Million ‘Shade Balls’ Into Its Water?

Defense Council, told Bloomberg that the shade balls probably

won’t release any toxic materials into the water supply. (NRDC has

not yet responded to a request for comment.)

Genesis of an Idea

The Los Angeles utility is the first to use shade ballson a
large scale. The idea came from now-retired LADWP biologist
Brian White, who was inspired by the “bird balls” used to deter
birds in ponds along runways.

In addition to the Los Angeles Reservoir, shade balls
previously have been deployed on the Upper Stone, Elysian, and
Ivanhoe reservoirs. The Las Virgenes Water District is also using
them on its reservoir north of the city.

The shade balls are one way Los Angeles has cut its water use

by 15 percent in the past two years, in addition to restrictions on

irrigation and other measures. (See five things you should know

about California’s drought.)

Follow Brian Clark Howard on_Twitter and Google+.

© 1996-2015 National Geographic Society.
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